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Editorial 


THE provisional programme of this year’s L.A. Conference at Southport on September 20-23 
is now in our hands. The theme, the library and the community, is the perennial one for our 
conferences and, in that, is blameless ; everything will depend on the handling of the subjects. 
No one who considers what is promised can accuse the Council of the L.A. of a partial view 
of the field, because whole areas are given representation in general sessions and if, as we 
expect from such writers as Messrs. R. O. MacKenna, W. S. Haigh, D. J. Foskett and F. C. 
Francis, the papers have the requisite range, the Proceedings will prove to be a comprehensive 
Statement of library practice today. All are well-tried speakers and amongst them we antici- 
pate, for example, a model paper from Mr. Haigh, who was frank in his view of the endurance 
required of the listeners at Hastings. The gifted Editor of The Assistant Librarian, Mr. A. C. 
Jones, who, unfortunately for us all, is relinquishing that office, is to occupy the A.A.L. 
with the assistant librarian in the community, and county libraries are to be represented by 
papers by Mr. B. Oliph Smith and Mr. H. Thompson at their own Section meetings. Uni- 
versity libraries again come into the picture at theirs with a discussion opened by Dr. L. W. 
Sharp. Mystery is suggested by Mr. B. C. Vickery’s ““Tower of Babel: the language barrier 
in science” which seems to indicate some form of Interglossa or, possibly, since he is an 
enthusiast for Dr. Ranganathan, that teacher’s Meta-language. It certainly would be an 
achievement if whenever a scientist used a word it could be made to convey the same thing in 
every reader’s mind. The Youth Seétion will listen to that practical teacher and thinker, 
Mr. J. F. Wolfenden ; and the Annual Leéturer on Wednesday, September 21, will be by 
Mr. }. L. Longland, the chief education officer of Derbyshire, whose co-operative sympathy 
and support was no doubt of great service to Mr. Edgar Osborne in the organizing of the 
most fully co-ordinate county service in this country. Five British “internes” will render 
account of their experiences in America, under the chairmanship of Mr. J. C. Harrison, we 
hope to the encouragement of others of us “to go and do likewise.” Nothing better for the 
creation of fresh enthusiasms and for a high international level of library practice in all its 
variants can be imagined than this prolonged employment in the libraries of other countries ; 
every librarian should encourage it to the limit of his means and feel, as we do, gratitude to 
Messrs. Sydney and Harrison for acting as the sele¢tion committee so far as British candidate 
“internes” are concerned. 
* * * * * * 

Bodley’s Library has fascinated many librarians from their youth up. Certain things were 
learned from it, for example, W. B. Nicholson’s invitation to even the most juvenile of his 
“boys” to make suggestions. These in the form of brief notes which had to be written in the 
tiny Bodley hand which he preferred—he asserted that anything that could be written clearly 
in a large hand could be written with equal visibility in a small one—and dropped upon his 
desk. Sensible or useful suggestions were rewarded with a half-holiday, in a day when such 
holidays were more precious than they are in this day of shorter hours. The annual report 
of the Curators shows that the venerable Library still keeps step with current needs. A new 
heating system in Duke Humfrey for example ; the purchase of books and mss., in spite of the 
great free influx under the Copyright Aéts, to the sum of over £10,000. Under those acts 
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11,793 volumes came in. It is significant that 205,925 micro-film exposures were made as well 
as 17,616 photostats ; this must represent a very important service to other and, in many 
cases, specialist readers. Limits of our space prevent more than an indication that in the year 
the great Catalogue of Western MSS. to 1915 was completed with the publication of its fifth 
volume and index. 

x * * * * 

“Requirements for a national library service” came prominently into the discussions 
last month at the Margate Conference of the London and Home Counties Branch. Its desira- 
bility was advocated by Mr. Jack Dove of Hove whose argument turned largely on the great 
unevenness in facilities provided in towns, owing to the generosity, meanness or average- 
mindedness of the local authorities now possessing them exclusively. The figures he gave, 
which range from the 83 libraries who spend 6s. or more per caput upon their whole service, 
to 29 who spend under 2s.—a sum on which obviously no efficient service can be given today— 
are impressive, as are book expenditures shown for 272 libraries between 1s. and 2s. per caput 
and 30 as under sixpence! He called upon the experience of Sweden—we might also add 
Denmark—to witness that a Library Division of the Government helps and co-ordinates local 
effort and leads at least to a general level of efficiency. It was an excellent paper and the subject, 
old as it is—it was discussed in full session at the Margate Conference in 1937 and at a London 
L.A. meeting as early as 1919; and that was not its first emergence—will always be a matter 
for debate. Mr. Dove knows well that he is out of step with the L.A. Post War Policy proposals 
which insist upon local autonomy, indeed autocracy, for public libraries. The case against 
him was put by the chairman of the Acton Libraries Committee, Councillor John High, who 
thought, from experience of the National Health Service organization, that where services 
are nationalised they are responsible to the central authority “to an extent which would be 
utterly intolerable to a local authority.” We had no assurance that the central officials would 
be any more enlightened that local ones and their grants would be dependent upon the main- 
tenance of only minimum standards ; which would possibly lower present ones in some places. 
His whole argument, given with many apposite examples, turned upon the interference from 
the centre which grants invited. He concluded that Government grants were already being 
given to libraries, for example, that to the N.C.L., but it is provided where it is of most 
help to development and is not of a nature to interfere with local administration. It may be 
added that at present the whole set of municipal corporation policy is opposed to any further 
relinquishing of local powers to Whitehall. As for the L.A., it rests its case on the argument 
that public libraries are designed for special places, with stocks and services attuned to their 
individual needs, and must continue to be developed on those lines. 

* * * * * * 


Women workers in the West End in their lunch hour can see in the shops the latest 
dress fashions ; those in the East End and in the inner London suburbs have no such chances. 
On these arguments Bermondsey has provided a room in the St. Olave’s branch where women 
may spend the lunch hour with every sort of fashion and pattern book. This is an improve- 
ment on the old out-moded Ladies’ Rooms which were used mainly for toilet repairs rather 
than for reading. After all clothes are for the normal woman of more concern than most 
matters. The appeal would undoubtedly be as strong in industrial towns and in villages which 
are more remote than Bermondsey is from West London. We are reminded of a remark 
made by a woman in the thirties, when women allowed their fashion dictators to reduce their 
wear to the scantiest : “‘Men need not fear that women will discard clothes ; they love them 
too much.” A woman who has lost this interest has lost interest in life. Bermondsey may have 
hit upona good thing. 

* * x * * * 

Falmouth Rotary Club has set an example which we hope may be followed by other 
Rotary clubs. It has colleéted old and new books, all of them novel to their recipients, and 
despatched them to the Bantu Library in the Davey Social Centre at Benoni. Every type of 
book was wanted, text-books, magazines, novels, books for children, even old school-books 
were welcomed ; and over 1,000 English volumes were sent, So far books were also sent 
from Edgware, Barking and Bethnal Green, 
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New Reference Library in Denbighshire 

By E. R. Luxe (County Librarian, Denbighshire) 
THERE seems to be no end to the powers of improvisation of some Librarians. Readers of 
this journal will no doubt remember references from time to time to the almost insurmountable 
ditiiculties of running an effective service from premises adapted out of prison buildings. 
The latest news from Ruthin Gaol is of the inauguration of a new Reference Library, and it 
is a tribute to the Librarian and his staff that they should have had the pertinacity even to 
consider organising a specialised service of this nature when the odds against them were so 
formidable. But the resolution was made, and the result is most gratifying in all respects. 

The old chapel in the prison buildings became vacant some twelve months ago, and 
although its appearance then was pretty grim and anything but indicative of a future Reference 
Library, there were, to all intents and purposes, certain possibilities in this room. I suppose 
that after struggling for years to accommodate stock in tiny cells and a labyrinth of passages 
and having to manhandle books up and down three flights of stone steps, possibilities could 
be deteéted in any room so long as it wasn’t a cell . . . The point could better be made 
if it was explained that for the first 34 years of its existence, the Denbighshire ‘Reference 
Library” occupied a prison cell measuring no more than 12 feet by 6 feet, and into this 
Lilliputian nook was crammed some of the most valuable belongings of the County Library. 
Small wonder, therefore, that the sight of the empty chapel had the same effect on the Librarian 
as the view of the promised land had on Moses. 

The chapel is a long, rectangular room, measuring 74 feet by 17 feet, with a staff enclosure 
at the entrance and a small store-room at the far end. Natural light is good, bearing in mind 
that the walls are three feet thick. The height of the room is approximately 12 feet, and five 
fluorescent tubes provide artificial lighting for evening work. Normal methods of central 
heating are in use. 

The total cost of adapting the chapel for use as a Reference Library was surprisingly 
low, even admitting that economy di¢tated the obtaining of the cheapest equipment available. 
Cost of the main items were as follows : 


26 bays of steel shelving coloured eau-de-nil —... 
5 students’ tables... 37 2 6 
Installation of fluorescent lighting ss ins .. 80 0 0 
Total cost ... £281 10 6 


Thus for less than {300 a satistattory—if not perhaps lavish—Reference Library has been 
obtained which will do much to alleviate the previous absence of facilities for students and 
research workers in the County of Denbigh. 

The first pressing need was to redecorate the room throughout, and this was done in 
cream and light green, which gives a most pleasant impression. Provision of shelving and 
furniture, with due regard to economy, was governed mainly by the need for mobility. 
Instead, therefore, of semi-permanent fixtures in wood, it was decided in favour of steel 
shelving so as to ensure complete mobility. Even after 34 years of having to make do in the 
worst circumstances imaginable, and with no /mmediate prospects of removal to better premises, 
hope springs eternal that the County Library H.Q. will eventually find a better home. When 
that time comes, the present steel fixtures are intended to hold the reserve stock of the Library 
and may very well be left in the prison block. 

Although only 26 bays, measuring 6 feet by 3 feet and having a depth of 8 inches, have 
been initially provided, it is hoped to purchase another twelve bays in the next financial year. 
These bays have been ereéted in 4 double runs of 6 feet length and 4 double runs of 3 feet 
length, with 2 single runs of 3 feet for folio volumes. The total of 78 feet of shelving is just 
about adequate for immediate purposes. An interesting improvisation is a simple little scheme 
to prevent books falling down between the end pillars of the shelving : this is done by cutting 
to size scrapped pieces of common metal banding used for packing, colouring them to match 
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the shelving and fixing them at intervals across the end pieces : it detraéts in no way from the 
veneral appearance, and it helps greatly to keep all the volumes intaét and tidy on the shelves. 

Five desks are provided in the room, where up to ten research workers can be accom- 
modated, and there ts also a small department for the Reference Librarian. Other items of 
furniture include show cases, where at present some fine old Welsh Bibles and beautiful 
facsimile bindings are displayed. 

So much tor the general appearance and furnishing of the room. What is the scope of 
this new Reterence Department and what service is it likely to give to this sprawling county ? 
Two authorities within the County boundary are separate library authorities—Wrexham in 
the South-East and Colwyn Bay in the North-West. Within and around these boroughs is 
concentrated most of the industry of the county. Ruthin, where the County Headquarters are, 
is approximately halt-way between these two towns, and as centrally situated as any county 
town could hope to be. But tt is in a predominantly rural part of the county, with practically 
no industries of any note in the immediate vicinity; the result is that very few calls have 
ever been, or are likely to be, made on the library for technical material. Furthermore, the 
rural areas of Denbighshire have always been, and indeed remain, Welsh-speaking, and most 
of the research work undertaken has been concentrated on matters Welsh, with the accent on 
history and literature. In consequence, emphasis has always been strongly laid on collecting 
material likely to be of most use in this specialised field. 

The Reterence Library is therefore made up, by and large, of all the worthwhile publica- 
tions in Welsh and dealing with Wales, which have appeared since the authority adopted the 
Library Acts in 1921. Of this specialised stock, Welsh periodicals (a term which is meant to 
cover periodicals devoted to Wales in English and Welsh) take pride of place, and the Library 
holds as comprehensive a stock as is likely to be found in any other part of the Principality. 
Some of the runs are complete and go back to as early as 1846 (e.g. Archaeologia Cambrensis), 
but, untortunately, others have gaps which will become increasingly difficult to fill. This 
is specially true of those periodicals which have long since ceased publication, but efforts 
are continually being made to obtain these elusive missing numbers. 

The Denbighshire Local Collection is probably the best-known section of the Reference 
Library, and here are preserved some 2,000 monographs having some connection with the 
county. It is arranged by localities, every small village or distriét, concerning which material 
is held, having a section of its own. To supplement this collection, a Bibliography of Denbigh- 
shire in 3 parts* has been prepared, and this is, in fact, the key to the section. In it, references 
are made to articles in periodicals and to chapters and even paragraphs in other works dealing 
with Wales generally, which have any bearing on Denbighshire. 

The remaining part of the Reterence Library is devoted to the Quick Reference Section. 
Given suthcient space and adequate funds, it is intended to develop this section steadily over 
a period of years, and eventually to widen its scope by the inclusion of standard works on most 
subjects. Up to the present, as this brief report shows, more attention has been paid to the 
Welsh side of the Reference Library, mainly because lack of space prevented any attempts at 
increasing its coveraye. 

I wonder if there are any more instances of converting a chapel into a Library 7 And 
1 wonder also what the inmates of this room in bye-gone days would think if they saw it now # 


* Bibliography of the County. Part 1. Biographical sources (1935) O/P. 
Bibliography of the County, Part 2. Historical and ‘Topographical Sources. Rev. and enl. ed. 1951. 3/6. 
Bibliography of the County. Part 3. Denbighshire .\uthors and their works. 1937. 1/-. 


Special Library and Information Problems in the 
U.S. Chemical Industry 


From A 
\r the meeting of the American Chemical Society in Cincinnati on April 2nd several interesting 
papers on the many and varied aspects of bibliographical work in the chemical industry were 
presented in the two Divisions: Chemical Education and Chemical literature—the one 
concerned mainly with the treatment of literature after it has been produced, and the other 
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with its proper preparation. In both categories much ground for concern was disclosed in 
the matter of library and information bureau handling of material, and still more in the matter 
of writing technical reports, their literary style and general presentation, 


Among the papers in the Division of Chemical Education was that of O. E. Kurt (of 


Ethyl Corporation) who stressed the importance of the relatively new profession of “literature 
chemist,” of which constantly increasing numbers are required, but are not apparently avail- 
able. They are urgently needed to staff industry’s rapidly growing information services, and 
the need is now particularly great in the chemical and allied branches of industry, where in fact 
most kinds of chemist are in short supply. Mr. Kurt emphasised that, at no time in recent years 
has it been possible to hire enough chemists skilled in source knowledge, abstracting, indexing, 
coding, and other branches of documentation ; and it has been necessary to resort to a make- 
shift plan of training of the “sink or swim” variety, especially in small establishments. 

Many of the larger companies have now organised special training courses in which the 
chemist/information officer is taken through a practical and varied course in library and in- 
formation work, based on specially compiled instruétion manuals, supplemented where 
possible by further study and some practical experience in a near-by university library. It is 
the urgent task of industry and educational authorities to stimulate interest in and awareness 
of this relatively new field of documentation ; though striétly it is wider and more varied than 
a literal interpretation of that term. With the vast and rapidly increasing output of published 
work in most technical and scientific fields—and pre-eminently so in the chemical field—with 
the corresponding overwhelming demands on the time of the busy research worker and 
executive, it is obvious that the funétions of the information officer and his special library 
become more and more vitally important. 

Numerous and varied opportunities for this officer, or the literature chemist, exist 
throughout the chemical industry, said Irene M. Striely (Eli Lilly Inc.), but the acute problem 
of finding persons with the necessary qualifications has not diminished in the 15 years since 
1940. The outlook for the next 15 years is likely to be worse unless more young people are 
made aware of these opportunities for highly interesting and fundamentally important work, 
for creative use of specialised interests. 

The most promising way of alleviating the shortage, according to O. C. Dermer 
(Oklahoma University), is an increasingly strong effort by colleges and universities to make 
Students “library conscious,” for which various ways are suggested. The most suitable person 
to give instruction in chemical literature and all that this implies would be the chemistry 
professor ; but he is usually already too busy with his principal work to take on a somewhat 
arduous side line. The only alternative appears to be a separate or specialised course of study 
and practical work ; and if the academic curriculum is already well filled, then this training 
course must be the responsibility of industry itself. As already stated, this has long been 
realised by the larger firms. These indeed best know their own requirements and the literature 
field to be surveyed, and can train their information staff accordingly. 

The special problems of abstra¢ting and indexing were again tackled by Mr. E. J. Crane, 
Editor of Chemical Abstracts, that colossal compilation in summary form of the world’s 
chemical literature. Few can have had wider and more varied experience in this line than 
Mr. Crane. He said that many people in chemistry learn how to abstraét, and master the rela- 
tively simple but essential principles ; but only a limited number learn how to index. Both 
operations require a good comprehensive knowledge of chemistry with special knowledge 
of the particular division in which abstracting or indexing is to be done. 

An interesting paper in the Division of Chemical Literature was that of A. J. Pellettieri, 
of Houston University, on reading speeds and power of rapid assimilation. The author said 
that the fast reader gets at least as much out of his reading as the slower, and tests continue to 
support the theory that he gets more, through greater “intensity of concentration.” The slow 
reader is said to be gathering wool or struggling with the mechanics of reading rather than 
grasping the meaning. At Houston they have reading tests that diagnose reader efficiency 
and comprehension. These appear to be of great psychological and educational interest. 
These tests include reading a 1,300 word article, timed for reading speed, then answering 
twenty questions on content, each satisfactory answer being rated at 5. From the reading rate 
and percentage of correét replies an index of effective reading could be calculated. One cannot 
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but think this is not quite so simple as it looks. Rates of reading and methods of reading — 
concentrated or otherwise—are undoubtedly of profound interest and importance ; but 
there is also the question of how long does one retain the crucial faéts or essentials that 
ought to be remembered ? Does this period bear any relation to rate of reading ? Also is it 
better to store a vast amount of information in one’s memory, or rely on source knowledge 
and books of reference ? These and like matters have been interminably debated, and it seems 
that each must decide for himself. And the information service must be prepared to meet all 
these personal differences. 

Other papers contributed in this Division included : a rather severe criticism of present 
methods of writing technical reports which are often slap-dash, verbose, and muddled ; 
literature in the detergent industry ; patents and their treatment ; mechanical or electronic 
means in the information service. 


A Library Report 


One wishes that more space were available in modern library journals to do justice to some 
of the reports we receive. There was in the most interesting official account of the A.A.L. 
6th Annual Week-end Conference at Birmingham in April, the record of much talk on 
Publicity, four types being especially considered : introductions to the library service, annual 
reports, bulletins and book-lists. ‘Annual reports were discussed with scarcely a kind word,” 
they should be printed as is the Council agenda, because they are ostentatious otherwise and 
less effective than an occasional press handout. As for bulletins, they are not worth the 
trouble of printing them. Subject lists and periodic lists of new additions found favour—and 
so on; many of our readers will have themselves read it. It is probable that some libraries 
do not do enough in a year out of the common rut to justify any history of it, or, what is 
equally abortive, their librarians think so. May I venture to suggest that a library which 
does not do in a year work, even in the normal way, that justifies an account of it is one that 
should be closed if that were practicable ? 

By the same post came to this writer the welcome Reading in Toronto, 1954, the 71st annual 
report of the Public Library Board, a report that expresses a system conducted by a united 
Board and Staff with a generous enthusiasm which 1s refreshing. The public hours of the 
Reterence Library are from 10 a.m. to 9.30 p.m. on weekdays ; and, from Oétober 15 to May 15 
on Sundays from 1.30 to 5 p.m.; the Central Lending Library from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. In 
the branches the hours vary, but evenings when worked are always to 8.30 p.m. 

\n effort was made to recover lapsed borrowers. A revival letter in the form of a tuck-in 
folder, written invitingly and enclosing a registration form and having a blank flap for 
suggestions, was sent to every such borrower. About 7,000 members were “revived” and 
these in many cases were “flattered by your department’s attention” ; and more than one 
reader wrote, “Please find enclosed a dollar to pay for card, the balance use as you see fit.” 
Two of four suggestions quoted are about hours: “Reference Library should be open till 
midnight” and “Circulating libraries should be open after 8.30 p.m.” A specimen of the 
folder is stapled into the report. 

In June, 1954, Dr. C. R. Sanderson completed 25 years’ service to Toronto. The entire 
Staff presented him with his portrait in oils, painted by Alan Barr, at a notable meeting. It 
hangs in the Central Circulating Library. This, too, makes an excellent block in the Report. 

Shortage of librarians has continued, as for many years ; to match the conditions else- 
where, the commencing salary was increased and other salary improvements were made, and 
now the salaries absorb 74 per cent of the total administration costs. Six chartered British 
librarians served as “internes” and our Edward Sydney and J. C. Harrison are thanked as the 
committee who selected these fortunate ones. 

Each departmental chief writes, with a freedom unusual in reports, on the work of his/her 
department and the flexible life of a great city, reflected as it is in this Library’s service, is 
shown admirably. 

The A.A.L. conferencers are advised to take note; if they are reported aright by Mr. 
\. C. Jones they do not yet realize that a report might be made worth while as a practical 


history of methods and results even if it were read only by librarians. We recall the words of 


the Swedish librarian Kerstin Stalfelt : “even your small libraries are astonishingly productive, 
producing readable annual reports, often nicely printed and illustrated”’. 
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Reading in Bulgaria 

Tur word “Chitalishte” has a special meaning for the Bulgarian people. Translated literally 
it means ‘“‘a place for reading” but to the Bulgarians of a century ago, living under Turkish 
occupation, it meant very much more than that. Perhaps “‘a place of hope” would be a more 
accurate description, for the Chitalishtes were natural cultural centres set up in conditions 
of great difficulty and secrecy by the people themselves. In villages, towns and cities alike 
they were the precious sources of learning and culture which spread their good work into 
every corner of the land in preparation for the longed-for day of freedom. 

After the Liberation in 1944 the Reading Centres, which still remain voluntary organi- 
sations, supplementing the State and municipal libraries, expanded their activities enormously. 
In addition to maintaining lending libraries and reading rooms for their members they also 
organise lectures and discussions on a very wide variety of subjects. There are drama groups, 
choirs, dance groups, orchestras, opera groups and many others. 

The immense scope of the Centres was vividly illustrated in the Report on activity which 
was submitted to the 25th Congress of the People’s Reading Centres in Sofia on 27-28th 
December last year. 

In his address, the President of the Union of Reading Centres, Sava Ganovski showed 
how the Centres were satisfying the ever-increasing cultural needs of the people. During 
the course of four years the number of books in the libraries and reading rooms has increased 
from 2,140,612 to 4,013,586 volumes. The number of books lent during 1949 was 1,982,963. 
By 1954 this had risen to more than 6,500,000. 

Summer reading rooms at workers’ rest homes, and mobile. reading rooms at co-operative 
farms during harvest were organized. Discussions of books were arranged between readers 
and authors. Book exhibitions have been organized and children’s sections have been estab- 
lished at 1,441 libraries with a total of 327,637 books. 

The National Lecture Group of the Union of Reading Centres organized 16,000 lectures. 
reports, discussions of films and books, etc. Local leéture groups organized in all 176,000 
lectures and reports. 

Attached to the Centres are 2,285 dramatic groups, 1,772 choirs, 1,368 dance groups, 
and 438 orchestras. There are also 39 operetta groups and 2 opera groups. 137,681 theatrical 
performances, matinees and concerts have been organized by the reading rooms, and during 
nine months only of 1954 there were 32,113 performances. 

The remarkable nature of the report stimulated the Congress into an enthusiastic discussion 
which contained a number of practical proposals for further successful ventures. 

Greetings were sent to the Congress from the Central Committee of the Bulgarian 
Communist Party, of which the following is an extraé : 

“Originating a century ago as the cultural centres of our national rebirth and playing 
an active part in the workers’ struggles against capitalism and fascist dictatorship, the people’s 
Reading Centres have become one of the most important cultural organizations in our 
country. Their service in the past has been great. They are close to the people. They play 
an important role in the socialist education and culture of our nation.” 

The message concluded by saying : “Particularly close attention must now be given to 
the work of the village Reading Centres, which are called upon to be the main centres of 
village education and culture.” 

The Congress completed its work by electing a new Central Council. 


Note. 

The good Peterborough of The Daily Telegraph announced on April 27 that the Direétor 
of Research and Librarian of the Foreign Office has recently retired at the age-limit. It will be 
noted that Mr. James Passant held a double office ; and his successor, Mr. A. D. Wilson, an 
assistant keeper in the British Museum, will also aét in the dual capacity for the time being. 
Eventually, however, it is intended to appoint—from outside the Foreign Office—a permanent 
Librarian. This affords Peterborough the opportunity to suggest by name another scholar, 
who so far as we are aware, is not a librarian. The Government now recognizes library 
qualifications and this appointment should not be decided by a journalist however eminent 
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or bestowed on gifts which are not those of the librarian ; the Circle of State Librarians might 
profitably be consulted in such a matter. Peterborough is usually so well informed that it is 
difficult to believe he does not know that libraries need a librarian who is a scholar, rather than 
a scholar who is not a librarian, and that several of the former are available. 

* * 


* * 


* * 


We hope to publish a continuation of Mr. Berwick Sayers’ article on “In Large, or 


Small, Libraries ?”’ in the July issue. 


Spotlight 
By A. G. S. ENser 

Tris is a trade union as well as a materialistic 
age. Whatever monetary advances are required 
by professional staffs of libraries must be 
obtained generally through a trade union. So 
far as local government library Staffs are 
concerned the union is N.A.L.G.O., though 
local authority chief librarians have their own 
$.M.C.C.L. trade union. However, the influence 
that body has had, so far, in raising salaries 
for its members has not been exactly shattering. 

A separate trade union for local authority 
library staffs has been mooted quite often over 
the past few years. But, the stumbling blocks 
to its effective power, even when in being, 
have been (a) the improbability that such a 
union would be accorded representation on 
national negotiating bodies, and (b) the com- 
parative smallness of such a union would make 
it ineffective especially as it must, of necessity, 
incur the opposition of N.A.L.G.O. 

Thus, the question posed is “How shall local 
authority library staffs ensure the maximum 
attention being given to their claims concerning 
salaries and conditions of service 7” 

As it appears impracticable as well as un- 
fruitful to establish a trade union for local 
authority library staffs alone, the answer must 
surely lie in such Staffs using N.A.L.G.O. 
avenues to the utmost capabilities. 

As each separate local authority has its own 
N.A.L.G.O. Executive Committee on which 
sit representatives of that particular local 
authority’s public library department, it is 
suggested that here is the first line of attack. 
Representatives of a public library department, 
on any local N.A.L.G.O. Executive Committee 
should be that department’s most forthright 
and experienced delegates. They should attend 
all meetings of their Executive Committee and 
be prepared to add their contribution to 
whatever discussion takes place as well as 
losing no opportunities, through shyness or 
inability to speak in public, in pressing the 
claims of public librarianship at such meetings. 


The representatives of a public library depart- 
ment on local N.A.L.G.O. Executive Com- 
mittees have got to make their presence 
thereon felt effectively. It will not help 
librarianship in general nor public librarianship 
in particular it such representatives are selected 
haphazardly, rarely attend Executive Commit- 
tee meetings, seldom speak when they are 
present and become labelled dumb witnesses 
of little or no account by other departments’ 
delegates. 

Having obtained the best staff representation 
it can upon a local N.A.L.G.O. Executive 
Committee, the next step is to work for the 
local area to get a representative on the district 
N.A.L.G.O. Committee and if that represen- 
tative is a public librarian so much the better 
from our profession’s viewpoint at least. To 
achieve this means the active and unstinted 
support of all public librarians who belong to 
N.A.L.G.O. For example, in the recent election 
for the Metropolitan Distri¢t Committee, two 
of the nominees were public librarians. Besides 
being assured of the solid vote from their own 
particular local branch of N.A.L.G.O., these 
nominees should have had the votes of all 
public library staffs belonging to N.A.L.G.O, 
in the Metropolitan Area. This would have 
meant something like 3,000 votes automatically 
for candidates of our own profession and such 
a number of votes would have meant virtual 
election to the Metropolitan District Committee 
in these two instances. Having got to Distriét 
Committee level, it is then necessary to work 
for our representatives to be nominated for 
eleétion to the National Executive Council for 
N.A.L.G.O. Should one of our profession 
obtain such nomination, the votes of all public 
library staffs throughout the Kingdom belong- 
ing to N.A.L.G.O. should automatically be 
used on his or her behalf. In this case, such 
a nominee should be assured automatically of 
some 8,000 votes. 


If we really want a voice on trade union 
matters, of vital concern to our profession, we 
must take positive action. We cannot sit back 
and expect others to do our canvassing for us. 
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UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 


Applications are invited for the post of 
DEPUTY LIBRARIAN. 


Salaries are under review. At present 
emoluments for a single person on expatriate 
terms are: £1,240 x £40—£1,480 per annum 
(A Family Allowance and a variable and tempor- 
ary High Cost of Living Allowance are paid as 
applicable). 


Applicants (men or women) should possess 
a University degree and recognized professional 
qualifications ; previous experience in a Uni- 
versity Library is desirable. 


First class sea-passages are provided for 
expatriate staff. Information on housing is 
available to applicants. 


Further particulars and information as to 
the method of application may be obtained from 
the Secretary, Association of Universities of the 
British Commonwealth, 36 Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


The closing date for the receipt of appli- 
cations, in Hong Kong and London, is 3lst JULY, 
1955. 


The way is clear and we have the means to 
do it, but it requires effort from each of us 
individually, then combined locally, by district 
and finally, nationally. 

Your comments are invited. 


Library Publications 
By D. MackENZzIE 

Two publications have appeared recently 
which will retain their value for a long time. 
NEWCASTLE have published a Supp/ementary 
handlist to the music section. This is arranged 
in three parts, miniature scores, piano scores, 
and vocal scores, and thus corresponds to the 
printed catalogues issued in 1953 and 1954. In 
spite of the use of a small typeface it is easy to 
read, for the printing is sharp and the spacing 
adequate. 

From SHOREDITCH comes a list on Th 
Clothing Industry. ‘This is one of the subjeéts 
in which Shoreditch specialises and the result- 
ing list is an impressive one. A _ note, pre- 
sumably by the compiler, seems to me to be 
unduly modest in its reference to the more 
comprehensive bibliography in Hard’s Year 
Book for 1952. This is larger, certainly, but 


chiefly because it includes so many American 


items, and books of interest to the industry 
but not written specially for them, on book- 
keeping and oflice management for example. 
Of special interest is the list of periodicals taken 
at Shoreditch. This is an aspect of specialisa- 
tion which is all too often overlooked or only 
partially dealt with, but here, as well as the 
British periodicals is a reasonable selection of 
overseas items. This type of publication, the 
listing of holdings resulting from a subject 
specialisation scheme, is of considerable in- 
terest and value. What service one could give 
with a complete series of such lists, with, of 
course, extra copies for individual readers ! 

The value otf printed introductions to a 
library service is a matter on which widely 
diverging views are held. On looking through 
the introductions to WARRINGTON and 
WILLESDEN it seems to me that their chief 
value must lie in introducing the special 
services, which even the most intelligent 
library user might be forgiven for overlooking 
so poor is our advertising of such matters. 
Examples of such services from these two 
introductions are a photocopying service, 
delivery of books to the aged and physically 
handicapped, and maintenance of a list of 
translators, as well as the usual special col- 
leétions of books. The method of presentation 
is similar in each of these examples, but the 
Styles are very different. Willesden is the more 
discursive and the matter is set in a formal 
typeface, the Warrington folder having a 
much more concise style, and using a sans-serif 
type. 

Among the regular booklists are the Spring 
issue of KENT’S New books, which it is always 
a pleasure to see, and the April issue ot In Print 
from SWINDON. The latter has a new design 
for the front cover which I find a distinét 
improvement over the old. 


Memorabilia 


SEEING that librarians nowadays are as much 
if not more leétured to than any other class of 
persons, the note quoted in Rosary Service, 
April, 1955, from The Lancet on how to sleep 
during speeches at public dinners, is surely 
worth study.—‘*The head should rest on a 
tripod formed by the trunk and of the arms 
firmly placed on the table. The head should be 
placed on the hands ina slightly flexed position 
to allow the tongue to fall forward and prevent 
Stertorous breathing. The fingers should be 
outstretched over the face and eyes, pressing 
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the skin of the forehead upwards to wrinkle it. 
This gives the appearance of deep concentra- 
tion.” We may add that the main difficulty is 
to awake naturally in order to clap with 
enthusiasm when the droning from the 
rostrum stops. This requires a high degree of 
timing ability for which the medical mentor 
seems not to have prescribed. 

* * * 

There are many incidences of liveliness in 
library matters that | am glad to note : 

Barrow-in-Furness is to extend its Central 
Library at an estimated cost of £12,000. 

Chesterfield Central Library is under complete 
reorganization. The reading rooms will be 
transformed into exhibition and leéture rooms, 
the rooms formerly used as such being used 
to hold the reference and local departments. 
A long needed extension of the lending library 
will occupy the old lending space and thus 
double existing accommodation. The cost is 
£3,000. A new part-time branch is provided 
for a housing estate. The hospital service is 
to be extended to all hospitals in the area. In 
all schools more than a quarter of a mile from 
the Central Library school libraries have been 
provided. The whole service costs now over 
£20,000. 

Croydon. As happens we believe in the City 
of London, the Reference Library has been 
appropriated for the past two years for two 
or three days for the Mayor’s Inaugural 
Luncheon, etc. As this meant the removal of 
several bookcases and many books, the old news- 
room has been adapted as a study and research 
room and on the shelves there many of the 
books displaced will be placed and the room 
made available for the purposes its name implies. 

Dagenham. At the branch libraries exhibitions 
of local and art interest have been held. The 
extension interests Mr. O’Leary and his Com- 
mittee have always shown are well-maintained: 
university sessional courses, and musical appre- 
ciation, handicrafts, and discussion groups. 
The library is generous in lending rooms for 
meetings in the public interest. Children’s 
work—stamp clubs, exhibitions of film strips, 
and of course story hours, continue. 

Folkestone has reported that for every 
assistant it employs it issues 40,000 volumes 
yearly as against the national average of 30,000. 
Are there any competitors ? 


Grantham. The chief librarian has been 
authorized to approve the manner in which 


] 


the town cricket club may incorporate in its 
badge the arms of the Borough. 

Hertfordshire. YVrom the beginning of last 
Autumn a fleet of mobile libraries to serve 
remote areas has been in operation. 

Hornsey. Sketch plans for a new Central 
Library are in preparation. The present one 
dates from 1898. 

Hove has provided a micro-film reader and 
has removed from stock the bound volumes of 
newspapers. It has installed a check desk at 
the entrance of its attractive Reference library, 
a result of losses from the shelves. A further 
improvement is being effected by the removal 
of newspapers from wall stands in the news- 
room and the throwing of this pleasant room 
into the Lending library to accommodate the 
fiction stock. At Hangleton a branch building 
is contemplated, the library to occupy a 
spacious ground floor and the floor or floors 
above it, which will have a separate entrance we 
understand, to be used for the accommodation 
of old people. This seems to be a variation of 
the Leytonstone idea where the upper floors are 
the library and the ground floor is occupied, 
profitably for the library service, by a world- 
tamous Stores. 

This mention of Hove reminds us that Mr. 
Jack Dove was the organist at the Rotary 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations at the Royal 
Albert Hall on April 15 with the Scots Guards 
Band, in a pageant, under the direction of 
Ralph Reader, illustrating the progress of the 
movement. He gave further recitals, to an 
audience of about 5,000. We knew of other 
librarian organists—Geo. W. Strother of Leeds 
and the late librarian of Weston-super-Mare— 
come to mind. Are there others ? 

Margate, it is reported, found that children’s 
book issues fell by 22 per cent in 1954 and 
instituted an enquiry amongst their readers in 
fourteen schools, These seemed to show that 
comics were not a cause; some children had 
all the books they needed at home, an un- 
usually fortunate “some”; others “did not 
like the library books.” Amongst other con- 
clusions were “girls read more than boys.” 
Favourite authors—boys, Capt. W. E. Johns ; 
girls, Enid Blyton. 

Merton, Surrey. A new library, to cost 
£20,000, is contemplated. 

Raw tenstall. The central library has celebrated 
its golden jubilee. 

Stoke Newington. Woodbury Down Branch 
Library had its ceremonial opening on April 30. 
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Sutton and Cheam uses a padded envelope 
for posting books in the regional and other 
schemes and has found it efficacious. 

* * * 

The Manchester Review, Spring, 1955, con- 
tains an excellent portrait of the new City 
Librarian, Mr. D. I. Colley, F.L.A., who was 
appointed on January 5, after a varied library 
experience at Liverpool, Hull and Coventry, 
and of course as Deputy City Librarian at 
Manchester. 

* * * 

In his presidential address to the W.E.A. 
last October, Mr. Harold E. Clay claimed that 
the Association had accomplished “no mean 
feat to organize well over 5,000 classes and 
to persuade 85,000 people to join them. 

It you add to that total a couple of dozen resi- 
dential summer schools of two or more weeks, 
over three hundred residential week-end 
courses and nearly six hundred day courses 
which catered for another 27,000 students in 
all” it does, as he argued, seem a vast volun- 
tary enterprise. As tor the students, we learn 
in another part of the W.E.A. Annual Report, 
1954, from which the above is quoted, they 
are drawn from many walks of life—13,259 
are manual workers, 10,804 are clerks, 
draughtsmen, travellers and foremen; the 
fewest, 2,265, are shop assistants, and the 
largest number, 26,884, follow “home duties 
and nursing” and no less than 3,117 of the 
last are taking the long and not easy three-year 
Advanced Tutorial courses. It is a most en- 
couraging social fact that so many women 
today, not only in the W.E.A. but in Women’s 
Guilds, and other societies, have in modern 
times extended their social and cultural interests 
immeasurably. All are potential or actual 
library users. In connection with that faét, 
there was a resolution at this conference urging 
the National Central Library to recognize the 
essential contribution that Library makes to 
the educational effectiveness of the classes. 
This, as is well known, arose from the recom- 
mendation which grew out of the Vollans 
report that the supply of books to adult 
classes should be discontinued as it was, in the 
view of the working party appointed to make 
recommendations, a local educational authority 
responsibility. It is also known that a repre- 
sentative committee is at present engaged in 
enquiring into this matter of book supply, 
local and national, to tutorial classes of all 


kinds. 
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Points of interest recorded in the little 
Newsletter, No. 11, March, 1955, of the County 
Libraries Section are the resignation of the 
Hon. Seétretary, Mr. A. Shaw Wright after four 
years of able service and his succession by Miss 
L.. V. Paulin, of Hertfordshire ; and the relin- 
quishing as from next month by Mr. H. D. 
Budge of the work of compiling the County 
library notes in the L.1. Record which he has 
done so competently since 1951 and its pro- 
posed continuance by Mr. B. W. Wray of 
Nottinghamshire. Exchange visits with Scan- 
dinavian librarians for 1955 are in the hands of 
the County Seétion and are for librarians, 
nominated by the Section, who hold any 
position in a county library. They last a maxi- 
mum of four weeks and the host country 
entertains the visitors as guests, fixes their 
itineraries, and these visitors are expected only 
to pay their fares and such incidental expenses 
as face anyone who Stays with other people. 
We learn also from the Nems/efter that 
there are available still some. of the early 
numbers of the present series of Readers’ 
Guides published by the Section. These are 
Still most useful, and the ten numbers available 
cover Ballet, House and Home, The Face of 
Scotland, Transport, Chemical Technology, 
Botany, England, Hanoverian Britain, and 
Stagecraft and Theatre. At $d a copy, plus 
postage, they can be obtained from Mr. Shaw 
Wright, County Libraries, Widemarsh Street, 
Hereford. 

- 

Mr. F. J. Patrick has given a life’s service to 
the Birmingham public libraries. For twenty 
years he was the able and loyal deputy of 
Mr. H. M. Cashmore, whom he succeeded 
eight years ago. He is a man whose modest 
manner and appearance cover great ability and 
charm, and his success in office has won the 
respect of the profession and the good will of 
all with whom he has been in association. 
Among the tributes to his services was one 
from the Midland Regional Library System, 
A happy and very long retirement, Mr. Patrick! 

* * * 

The appointment of Mr. A. V. Woods as 
city librarian of Birmingham in succession to 
Mr. Patrick adds another to the roll of Bourne- 
mouth men who have held, or hold, res- 


ponsible chief positions. He served also on the 
Stoke Newington stait and has been at Birming- 
ham since 1924, becoming deputy city libarian 
in 1947, He has served on the Library Associa- 
tion Council and has been active in the A.A.L. 
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LATERAL FILING 


Compresses a lot 
of fugitive material 
into a little space 


The housing of items such as gramophone 
records, sheet music, mounted illustrations, 
etc., can occupy a great deal of valuable space 
as many librarians know only too well. 

RONEO LATERAL FILING enables material of this 
kind to be compressed into a relatively small 
compass. It can be installed very economically 
in existing shelves and cupboards, also in 
“awkward” spaces (corridors, landings and 
odd recesses) which are not normally used 

to advantage. If desired, Steel Units with 
open or protected fronts are available. 

RONEO LATERAL FILING saves staff time by giving 
speedy reference and ease of access. 


209 


17 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.1 TEL: HOLBORN 7622 


SEE STAND No. 117 AT BUSINESS EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION, OLYMPIA, JUNE 6-16 
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His work in connection with the Birmingham 
Summer School is well known and in his im- 
portant new position we shall expect much ot 
him. 


* * 


Surrey Local History and Notes on Recording 


Local History are two small publications of 


value to would-be local historians which can 
be obtained from the Surrey Archaeological 
Society, Castle Arch, Guildford. The Society’s 
Annual Report for 1954-5, which mentions 
these, indicates that it is also producing small 
local histories of as many parishes in the 
county as possible and adds, “Particularly 
valuable assistance has been received from the 
Surrey Librarians Group and its members in 
producing a census of files of local newspapers 
held, and a list of Stray items of archive 
character in the custody of libraries.” People 
known to librarians are strong in the Society : 
Sir Hilary Jenkinson is president, Mr. Berwick 
Sayers is a vice-president and chairman of the 
General Purposes Committee, and Dr. Richard 
Offor is Hon. Editor of the Co//ections. 


Round the Library World 


Last year the Mitchell 
celebrated its 80th birthday. A handsome 
brochure giving an historical survey and 
illustrated with many fine photographs has 
just been issued. The founder, Stephen 
Mitchell, died in 1874, bequeathing {66,998 
to Glasgow, but the first Librarian, F. T. 
Barrett, was not appointed until 1877. When 
the Library opened to the public later in that 
year the stock was only 14,432 volumes. 
Today the Mitchell Library is known all over 
the world and contains over 626,000 volumes. 
Librarians everywhere will welcome this very 
pleasant summary of its history and develop- 
ment. 


Library, Glasgow, 


The National Library of Wales Journal 
has long been a most important periodical of 
great value for research. All manner of things, 
many of them quite unexpected in the journal 
of a library—for example “Portable Theatres 
in Wales, 1843-1914” are dealt with in scholarly 
fashion within its pages. So large and so 
admirable is this Jowrna/ today that one may 
reasonably wonder why nothing of the kind 
is produced by the National Library of 
Scotland. 


| 
| 


The wealth of Irish records discovered in 
Libraries of England, Europe and America, 
as well as in Irish houses, is Stressed in the 
first number of the new Irish Historical Series 
which is being published by Cork University 
Press. That first number is one of value and 
importance to all large reference libraries and 
consists of Dr. James Hogan’s account of 
The Irish Manuscripts Commission. The 
body of the work deals with work in progress 
and the appendix gives a catalogue of the 
publications which the Commission has al- 
ready produced, and of other works which 
are nearing completion. 


On 22nd February of this year an important 
Step was taken towards the formation of an 
Association of Friends of the South African 
Library by the election at a public meeting in 
Cape Town of a Council of ten members, with 
power to co-opt. Some interesting new 
information about Olive Schreiner’s literary 
work is given by Dr. Louis Herrman in the 
current issue of the Quarterly Bulletin of the 
South African Library. 

The United Kingdom Branch of the 
International Association of Music Libraries 
is now one hundred strong and is still growing. 
Librarians interested should get in touch with 
the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. Walter 
H. Stock, at the Royal Academy of Music. 

An illustrated history of the University of 
Virginia Library, 1825-1950, written by Harry 
Clemons, has been published by the Library. 


The activities of Mr. Theodore Besterman 
are numerous and varied. He has now estab- 
lished at Geneva the ‘Societas Bibliographica’ 
for the issue of important works of reference 
which would not be commercially practical 
propositions. 


Mr. Keyes D. Metcalf, who retires from the 
Directorship of Harvard University Library 
this summer, is to become a member of the 
Faculty of the Graduate School of Library 
Service at Rutgers University, New Jersey, 
next session. 


The Library of Dakota Wesleyan University, 
South Dakota, has been burned down and 
almost the entire stock destroyed. Gifts of 
books to rebuild the colleétions will be 
welcomed. 


— | 
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GARRISON ano MORTON’S 
MEDICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


An Annotated Check-List of Texts 
Illustrating the History of Medicine 
by 
LESLIE T. MORTON 
(Information Officer, British Medical Journal ; 
formerly Librarian, St. Thomas's Hospital 
Medical School) 


SECOND EDITION 
Demy 8vo., CLOTH, pp. 500 


£5 5s. net. 


LONDON 
GRAFTON & CO. 


(FRANK HAMEL) 
51 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, W.C.| 


HOLT-JACKSON 


Book COMPANY 
LIMITED 


| Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 
| London Showroom at 59 Britron Street, 


CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1 
Tel. Clerkenwell 3250 


LIBRARY TECHNIQUE 


A work to be strongly recommended to every 
budding librarian, for if he or she can only 
imbibe a quarter of the advice and suggestions 
given, nothing but good can result to the library 
to which such knowledge is translated. The 
subjects dealt with are Routine Matters ; Public 
Relations ; Aids to Readers; Display, the 
Readers’ Adviser ; Staff ; Fittings and Guides ; 
Legal Aspects ; Stock Selection, and Branches, 
with an appendix on Bulletins and Book Lists. 
It is emphasised that the book is not a manual 
to explain the methods of library practice, but 
an examination of some of those assessments, 
particularly with the librarian of the small 
library system in mind. It can safely be said 
that Mr. Elliott's book deserves a high place in 
the literature of librarianship in this country. 


£1 Is. Od. net. 


LONDON 
GRAFTON & CO. 


(FRANK HAMEL) 
51 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, W.C.1 


@ Libraries will find a constant flow 
of enquiries for this, the first guide 
published to dance teaching and schools 
in this country. 


Your Child 
in Ballet 


by Peter Craig-Raymond 


With a foreword by prima-ballerina 
Violetta Elvin 


Post free to libraries only : 
2/6 


Please mark such orders “ Library’ and 
address to 


OBSERVATORY PRESS 


4 Observatory Gardens, London, W.8 
WES 5979 
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A fourteenth ‘century manuscript in Cam- 
bridge University Library, attributed for four 
hundred years to Simon Bredon, may be in the 
hand of Geoffrey Chaucer. The manuscript 
(MS. 75.1.) has been published by Cambridge 
University Press in facsimile with interlinear 
transcription and a translation and notes. 


The United Nations Library has installed 
fire detection apparatus. 


The 30th Annual Conterence of ASLIB 
will be held at Norbreck Hydro, Blackpool, 
23-26 September 1955. The programme 
includes some lectures which promise to be 
exceptionally interesting, a number of visits in 
Manchester, Liverpool and other North- 
Western areas, and an exhibition of equipment, 
books and other items. 


Miss Margaret Little, Superintendent of 
Departmental Libraries in Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, is to work fora year on the staff of Mr. 
Vernon Tate, Direétor of Libraries at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Her 
place will be taken by Mrs. Irma Johnson, 
Assistant Reference Librarian at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 


Murison (W. J.) The Public Library. Its 
Origins, Purpose and Significance as a 
Social Institution. Harrap. 10s. 6d. net. 


The author, the Antrim County Librarian, admits 
that he has gathered information from various sources, 
and that there is little originality in his work. Direé 
quotations are frequently used to obtain present-day 
opinion. Nevertheless, the work is recommended to 
all conneéted with the library service, as it surveys the 
history and development of public libraries, giving 
special attention to present conditions. The Foreword 
has been contributed by Lionel R. McColvin, who, 
although not in agreement with all Mr. Murison 
writes, considers the work an important contribution 
towards the better understanding of the aims and 
problems of the profession. 


MopverRN LANGUAGE 
Srupties. By a Number of Scholars. Ldifed 
for The Modern Hlumanities Research Asso- 
ciation by $8, C. Aston. Volume XV. 1953. 


THe YEAR’s Work IN 


Cambridge University Press. 
net. 


£2 10s. Od. 


Volume XV in this series comprises a survey of 
the work achieved during 1953, and includes various 
items from carlier years previously omitted. Seétions 
are devoted to the more important forciyn languages, 
and the chapters cover all aspects from the Medieval 
to the Twentieth Century. Section VIII lists the Theses 
accepted in the Universities of Great Britain and Ireland 
during the year 1953, which will be of value to other 
Students. 


REFERENCE 


HARKNEss (S. B.) The Career of Samuel 
Butler (1835-1902). 4 Bibliography. Bodley 
Head. {1 5s. Od. net. 


\ detailed Study of the works of Samucl Butler, 
including an account of his posthumous rise to fame. 
The book deals not only with his books, articles and 
letters, but includes his paintings and musical com- 
positions, and lists reviews and criticisms of his many 
literary works. A section is devoted to books about 
Butler, and special attention is given to translations of 
his works into foreign languages. \ valuable con- 
tribution to the bibliography of English Literature. 


THe Mopern BuitpinGc An 
Authoritative Reference to all aspects of the 
Building and Allied Trades. J echnical Editor, 
N. W. Kay. Illus. Odhams Press. {1 15s. Od. 
net. 

More than thirty specialists have contributed to 
this reference work, intended for the use of all con- 
nected with the building trades. The scope of the 
Encyclopaedia is extremely wide, and contains some 
4,000 entries, alphabetically arranged, and 
referenced, covering all aspeéts of the theory and 
practice of modern building technique. This up-to-date 
work is well-illustrated with more than 800 specially 
prepared line drawings. 


cross- 


WALLACE (C.) Editor. 
Pocket Book. Evans, 
\ handy quick reference book for the average 
citizen, giving guidance, as far as it goes, on such 
matters as divorce, property, family law, buying a 
house, and other similar problems. It is to be noted 
that the work is only intended to be a brief guide and 
should not take the place of expert legal advice. 


The Home Lawyer’s 
5s. Od. net. 


GENERAL 


AINLeEY (H.) In Order to Die. 
12s. 6d. net. 


Illus. Burke. 


The author, son of the famous aétor of the same 
name, tells of his experiences with the French Foreign 
Legion. He was sent to serve in Indo-China, after under- 
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NEW EPWORTH BOOKS 


RELIGION IN PRISON 
By J. ARTHUR HOYLES. 10s. 6d. net 
Here is an authentic account of the part which 
Christianity plays in the life of a gaol. Attention is 
paid not only to services in the chapel and pastoral 
work in the cell, but also to the effect of Christianity 
on prison administration. 


THE FORMATION OF THE 
PAULINE CORPUS OF LETTERS 


By C. LESLIE MITTON, M.Th., Ph.D. 8s. 6d. net 


We know a great deal about the Apostle Paul, and 
are also reasonably well-informed about the circum- 
stances connected with the writing of his letters. This 
is an able, scholarly and illuminating discussion of 
the way in which the Pauline Letters were gathered 
together. 


THE EPWORTH PRESS 
25-35, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C.1 


The Athanasian Creed 


(DE ATHANASII SYMBOLO) 
by 
EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 


An entirely new translation of 
an unpublished manuscript 
Latin/English 93 pp. 


Notes on the Athanasian Creed considered 
in the light of the New Church doctrine 
concerning the Lord, man’s life after death, 
the Word, and the last judgment. 


4/- (postage 6d.) 


SWEDENBORG SOCIETY INC. 
(Dept. F.) 
20/21, BLOOMSBURY WAY 
LONDON, W.C.1 


“is 


The Grange Fibre Co. Ltd., Leicester, Makers of Linson 


| ‘The Password is Courage’ 


Says Bob the Binder : 


“Courage ? I needed a pint 
after that, myself. What a 
book! A real winner for 
Souvenir Press and bound in 
Fabroleen, too. Sergeant- 
Major Coward got right into 
Auschwitz death camp. 
Regular thorn to Jerry, he 
was. Hopehe’shavingapint, 
too, in that Rose and Crown 
at Edmonton. He’s earned 
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voing training in North \ftrica, and vives an account 
of the barbarous wartare that took place. His picture 
of the battlefields is anything but attractive, and the 
book is illustrated with line drawings by Felix Topolski, 
and there are maps showing various sectors of the 
tivhting. 


Baker (P.) My Testament. Calder, 15s. net. 


The author pursued a successful career as a 
politician, before turning his attention to the business 
world, where his inexperience, together with ill-health 
through his war-injuries, contributed to the downfall 
of the various Baker companies. The work includes 
an account of his war experiences, his work behind the 
German lines, capture and escape trom the Gestapo, 
Captain Baker tells the Story of his own bitter ex- 


periences of the post-war world. 


Book of 
Warne. 


Lesrer 
Weather. 
5s. Od. net. 


M.) The Observer’s 
Illus., some in colour. 


We are all aware of what the weather can inflict 
and this small book explains many weather 
phenomena, discussing causes and effects. The work 
deals with the question of weather forecasting, a matter 
which is not always reliable. A glossary of technical 
terms is provided, and one of the more interesting 
chapters concerns Weather Lore. Included in the 
illustrations are some reproductions trom the famous 
Clark Collection ot cloud photographs. 


on us 


Lewis (S.) The Breeding Birds of Somerset 
Frontis. Illus. Stockwell. 


and their Eggs. 
£1 Is. Od. net. 


\ detailed account ot the many breeding birds 
noted by the author during the past titty vears. Students 
of ornithology will tind much valuable information in 
these carefully compiled notes. The work covers some 
135 species, and contains some excellent illustrations, 
Owing to the death of the author before the final 
completion of the manuscript, the book was entrusted 
to the care of Mr. WC. Taunton. 


Ocrizek (D.) Editor. Austria. McGraw-Hill 


Pocket Travel Guides. — Illus., some in 
colour. McGraw-Hill. 15s. Od. net. 
The new volume in the Pocket Travel Guide 


series, is intended to meet the needs of the present day 
traveller, and caters especially tor the motorist, div iding 
the country into touring areas, with itineraries that take 
into account all the various points of interest. The work 
includes much information of a praétical nature neces- 
sary to the holiday maker. 


Pernoup (R.) The Retrial of Joan of Arc. The 
Evidence at the Trial for her Rehabilitation, 
1450-1456. Translated by J. M. Cohen. 
Methuen. 16s. Od. net. 


translation of Madame Pernoud’s book 
hitherto negvleéted evidence of the second 


brings the 
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trial of rehabilitation to the notice of the student of the 
period, Through the testimony of the various wit- 
nesses we are given a vivid picture of Joan, as she 
appeared to her contemporaries, which will interest the 
veneral reader as well as being of value to the historian. 
The portrait reproduced on the jacket is taken from 
the only drawing of Joan known to have been made 
during her lifetime. 


(L. T. C.) The Clouded Mirror. Bodley 
Head. 10s. 6d. net. 


The author has divided his work into four parts, 


dealing in the main with the forces of good and evil. 


rhe tirst two essays are concerned with the dangers of 
the atomic bomb and the totalitarian State, which fore 
shadow physical and spiritual death. In the last two 
sections Mr. Rolt writes of brighter conditions, and 
praises those who give their best to the world. The 
whole forms a plea for a return to simple values in an 
ave when false gods are leading men to destruction. 


Scumipr DeGener (H.) The Flemish School. 
Teach Yourself History of Painting, Volume 
Ill. Edited for English Readers by William 
Gaunt. Col. frontis. Illus., some in colour. 
English Universities Press. 10s. 6d. net. 


This is Volume Il of this already well-known 
History, and deals with the rise of painting in the 
Netherlands during the carly 15th Century, until its 
decline in the 17th. The author divides his period into 
two ages, the first represented by the Van k:yck 
brothers, and the second distinguished by the work of 
Rubens. The coloured reproductions are very attractive, 
and the book maintains the standard of the previous 
volumes. 


SHAKESPEARE Survey. An Annual Survey of 
Shakespearean Study and Production. 8. 
Edited by Allardyce Nicoll. Cambridge 
University Press. 18s. net. 


This volume, the eighth in the series, is well up 
to Standard, and deals entirely with thé interpretation 
of Shakespeare’s Comedies, by various authors. There 
is much in the work to recommend it to the 
Shakespearean enthusiast, and much to attract the 
attention of the Student of English Literature. The 
Survey includes two articles on the many problems ot 
producing the comedies, and an interesting essay on the 
Celestial Plane, which discusses Shakespeare’s astral 
imagery. 


Simon (B.) Abbe Pierre and the Ragpickers. 
Illus. Harvill Press. 15s. Od. net. 


The Story of the Abbe Pierre has made a great 
impression on the general public, and the book tells 
how he created a working community in which the 
poor help the poor. He organised his ragpickers, and 
with the proceeds of the sale of the salvage, land was 
bought, and huts ereéted, and familics housed. The 
scheme is Still growing, and the Abbe Pierre’s methods 
of dealing with the homeless in Paris should be read 
by all concerned with social problems. 
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Trerze (H.) Treasures of the Great National 
Galleries. An Introduction to the Paintings 
in the Famous Museums of the Western 
World. Illus., some in colour. Phaidon 
Press. £1 15s. Od. net. 


This well-produced volume deals with the eight 
foremost art galleries in the world. The author gives a 
short account of the formation, development and 
acquisitions of each one, and the carefully selected 
illustrations reflect the national charaéter of each 
vallery chosen. Besides these great National colleétions, 
eight other famous galleries have been included, 
though they are not dealt with quite so thoroughly. 
The book brings the fascinating Story of art-collecting 
to the general public. 


Votnov. Outlaw. The Autobiography of a 
Soviet Waif. Harvill Press. 16s. Od. net. 

The author tells with frankness of his life, from the 
time when, after the arrest of his father, he was taken 
to a State Home. Conditions at the Home were so 
bad, that he escaped to take refuge at his father’s factory. 
\fter his father’s death, he returned to the Home, and 
joined one of the gangs of children who lived by 
wandering the countryside, stealing food and clothes. 
This book brings to public notice the appalling State that 
can arise when State machinery, set up to deal with a 
problem, breaks down. 


Warp Lock “Rep” Guipes. York; Ports- 
mouth and Southsea; Blackpool, Lytham- 
St. Annes, Fleetwood; Southend-on-Sea, 
Canvey Island, Shoeburyness and district. 
Illus. Ward Lock. 3s. 6d. each net. 

These new and comprehensive guides give the 
latest information on transport, entertainment, accom- 
modation, places of interest and other matters of guid- 
ance to visitors and holiday-makers. The books are 
illustrated with maps and street plans. 


JUNIOR 


Barton (A.) Kate in Advertising. Bodley 
Head. 7s. 6d. net. 

Another in the Career Books for Girls series, 
which are specially intended to arouse the interest of 
older girls who wish for information and advice re- 
varding a career. The Story of Kate Wilson gives an 
authentic piéture of the work of an advertising agency. 


Hetmericks (B.) Oolak’s Brother. Frontis., 
illus. Brockhampton Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

An unusual tale of adventure of two children who 
lived with the Eskimos, and shared the hardships of an 
\rétic winter. It is based on faét, and is made more 
interesting for the enterprising child in that the line 
drawings give details of how to make some of the 
things necessary for life in those regions. 


Lewis (C. S.) The Magician’s Nephew. Illus. 
The Bodley Head. 8s. 6d. net. 


An excellent Story for children, wel] written and 
well illustrated. This tale, another Narnia adventure, 


begins when Digory’s uncle, the magician, sent him 
into the Wood between the Worlds, and it achieves a 
high standard among children’s books. 


NEW EDITION 


WootpripGce (S. W.) and (D. L.) 
Structure, Surface and Drainage in South- 
East England. Illus. Philip. 17s. 6d. net. 


This work contains much of the material originally 
published as a monograph in 1939. The chapters 
dealing with the Drainage of the Weald and the area 
south of the Thames have been extended, and the whole 
forms a much improved edition of the earlier volume. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 


The ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, May, 1955; A.L.A- 
BULLETIN, April, May, 1955; BOLETIN de la 
\SOCIACION CUBANA de BIBLIOTECARIOS, 
March, 1955; COMMONWEALTH SURVEY, Janu- 
ary, 1955; HYDERABAD LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION, Granthalaya, January, 1955; The INDIAN 
PUBLISHER and BOOKSELLER, March, 1955; 
LIBRARIAN, February, 1955; The LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD, May, 1955; LIBRARY 
~ CONGRESS QUARTERLY JOURNAL, Febru- 

y, 1955; TECHNICAL BOOK REVIEW, March- 
April, 1955 ; WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
May, 1955. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eptrror, 
“THe Liprary Worwp.” 
26th Mav, 1955 


Dear Sir, THE PRESIDENCY 


A word or two on your May issue. 


Frank Pacy (p. 180) was not born at Wigan, 
but at Wishaw, Lanarkshire (26 May, 1862). 
He was educated at Wigan Grammar School, 
and entered the library service of that town 
at 16. 


P. 178. I was always an advocate of safe- 
guarded open shelves. But readers must see 
bold shelf-guiding, and have personal help, as 
Brown often recommended. It isn’t enough to 
let them in. 


In welcome notices of Mr. W. E. Doubleday 
you omit reference to the risk he took in 
leaving a safe post in Nottingham to become 
librarian of the voluntarily-supported Maryle- 
bone Free Library (1889). True, MacAlister 
was on its committee, but he was not then 
known as one who nevcr let anyone down. 
After a slow penurious decline the Marylebone 
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Library was closed in 1899. W.E.D. however 
had escaped in 1894 to HampStead, where the 
service under him became one of the best in 
London. He has ever been a loyal, energetic 
friend to public libraries, and an exemplary 
helper of students. He has the honour of being 
one of the long list of L.A. members who 
deserved the Presidency, and did not get it. 
A list of the unhonoured should be on a board 
in the L.A. Council chamber: Edward 
Edwards, E. W. B. Nicholson, Robert 
Harrison, J. T. Clark, Charles Sutton, Thomas 
Lyster, W. E. D. ,W. H. K. Wright, Wyndham 
Hulme, L. Inkster, H. W. Fovargue, Peter 
Cowell, Charles Welch, J]. J. Ogle, Frank Pacy, 


John Minto, G. F. Warner, E. A. Baker, Duff 


Brown, G. T. Shaw, Sir Arthur Cowley, Col. 
Newcombe, James Ross. A goodly list, not 
I’m sure complete. The knowledge that such 
men were passed over must diminish the pride 
any librarian has in becoming President. It is 
time, by the way, that the alternating nonsense 
Stopped. An Association of over 10,000 
members is a poor affair if it can’t find a 
notable librarian-President every year. Put up 
three or four candidates, and let the members 
choose their leader. Then the Presidency will 
be worth having. 
Yours etc., 

Ernest A. SAVAGE, 
23 Braidburn Crescent 
Edinburgh, 10 


‘THE Eprror, 
“THe Lrprary Wor.p.” 

April 29th, 1955. 
Sir, 

The subject of public library charging 
systems has been much discussed of late and 
several ingenious new methods have been 
described in professional periodicals. To these 
I should like to add one more which I have 
recently devised, but which has not been put 
into practice so far. 


This method makes use of the Dickman 
system, by which each reader has a card with a 
metal number tag which identifies him. In its 
perfected form the method would be as follows: 


Each book has, instead of a book-card, a 
book-pocket similar to the pocketed borrowers’ 
tickets now in use. The accession number and 
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other details of the book are written on this 
pocket in the normal way. 


When a book is borrowed the book-pocket 
is taken out, the reader’s number tag placed in 
the Dickman machine and a blank slip of thin 
card Stamped with the reader’s number and the 
date. The machine incorporates a dating stamp. 
If possible the book is also stamped with the 
date and reader’s number by means of the 
machine. (Like most British librarians I only 
know the Dickman machine through its pub- 
licity material). If this is not possible another 
slip is Stamped and slipped in the book. 


The number tag is returned to the reader and 
the dated and numbered card is slipped in the 
book-pocket. The completed charges are filed 
in numerical order of readers. 


The advantages are that there is no need to 
keep readers waiting for books to be dis- 
charged when returned, yet it is definitely 
known who has what. Not only that, for these 
are the ordinary advantages of the Dickman 
system, but it is now possible to keep a reason- 
able check upon the number of books held by 
a reader at any one time. If, for instance, three 
books is the maximum permitted, a check 
could easily be made against the number of any 
reader thought to be persistently borrowing 
more. The few odd cases where readers might 
do this only occasionally are of little moment. 


The disadvantages are in relation to over- 
dues and reservations. To send overdue notices 
readers must be looked up against their 
numbers in a register. The reservations prob- 
lem has already been discussed in relation to 
some other methods. The only point worth 
mentioning is that, as all discharging would 
be done off the counter, there should be no 
great difficulty in collecting reserved books. 


It would be possible to use this method in 
libraries now using the conventional Brown 
(or Browne) charging system, subject to issuing 
the readers with Dickman number tags. The 
book-cards in use could be married to the dated 
and numbered cards by slipping both in a blank 
pocket. 

Yours, etc., 
P. A. Tuomas, F.L.A.., 


Librarian. 


County Branch Library, 
Eastleigh, Hants. 
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Gerrard 5660 (16 /ines) 


The World’s Greatest Bookshop 


a * FOR BOOK S* 


Librarians throughout the World 
use and recommend Foyles service 


Subscriptions taken for British, American and Continental magazines 


119-125 CHARING CROSS RD., LONDON, W.C.2 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland * Edinburgh 

Mills Memorial Library * Ontario 

Victoria Public Library * British Columbia 
University College * Potchefstroom, S. Africa 
University of Orange Free State * Johannesburg 
University of Natal * Natal 

University of Ibadan * Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 
Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone : ELGar 7292 Telegrams Luxfer Hurles London 


Nearest Station: Tottenham Court Road 
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